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13 October 2016 
Under Embargo until 0.01hrs Thursday 13 October
Commissioner’s Response to HMIC Rape Monitoring Group Report for 2015/2016
Cumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner Peter McCall said: “I welcome this report from HMIC, which summarises the Rape Monitoring Group’s findings on adult and child rape data for 2015/2016.

“In Cumbria’s case, the level of reported rapes has risen by 33%, with the number of reported adult rapes up from 121 in 2014/2015 to 145 in 2015/2016.  Reported child rapes are up from 84 to 126 for the same time periods.  This increase is consistent with the national picture, which has seen a steady rise over the last few years, in particular since Operation Yewtree and the impact of non-recent cases.

“We believe that the increase can also partly be attributed to more victims having the courage and confidence to come forward to report such crimes to the Police, and this is to be welcomed. This has been helped by the improved support services now available in the county, through The Bridgeway Sexual Assault Services that was established in December 2015.  More rigourous and early recording by the Police has also impacted on the number of reported rape, which again is to be welcomed.

“That said, I am concerned that Cumbria has a higher rate of cases whereby the victim does not support action compared to the national average, which in turn results in lower conviction rates. This is an area that I will be asking the Chief Constable about as part of my regular Public Accountability Conferences where I hold the Constabulary to account on their performance.

“The Rape Monitoring Group report reminds us, also, that whilst the numbers are important, they do not provide the full picture as it is widely recognised that rape is under-reported with many more rapes committed than are recorded by the police. 
I would therefore urge people to come forward if they are a victim of sexual assault, and remind them that we now have the dedicated services of The Bridgeway in place.” 
Temporary Superintendent Doug Marshall said: 

“This report demonstrates that reports of rape in the county mirror the national picture of a year on year rise, in relation to both adult and child victims.

“Tackling Rape and sexual offences remains a priority for the force, each report to us is recorded and investigated thoroughly, and sensitively, by our specially trained officers.

“Rape is an area that can often go under reported, we continue to work hard to increase the confidence of the public to report these crimes and it is encouraging to see, by the increase in reports received, that they have the trust in us to help them seek justice. The high level of media reporting nationally of non-recent abuse cases has also given many victims the confidence to come forward, this is reflected in the numbers of reports received in Cumbria,  particularly around child rape where a significant number are non-recent. 

“The dedicated facility of “The Bridgeway” helps us to coordinate the support as a partnership and offer a better service to victims who can now be referred quickly into pathways of support, to give both the physical and emotional support that they need.

“Incidents of rape are rare in Cumbria, particularly stranger rapes, however I would like to take this opportunity to reassure victims that we investigate all reports of rape sensitively and professionally. I would also like to remind victims that it is never too late – no matter how much time has passed since the crime took place we still want to hear from you so we can work to bring the offender to justice.”

Anyone who would like to report a sexual assault of any kind should call Cumbria Police on 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
If anyone has been affected by domestic abuse or sexual assault, they can contact:
· The Bridgeway Sexual Assault Service – free 24/7 helpline: 0808 118 6432
· Cumbria Police – 101 for non-emergencies, or 999 for emergencies
· Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111;

· LetGo – North Cumbria 01228 633640; South Cumbria: 01229 582386; West Cumbria: 01900 842992 
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