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12 March 2015
Commissioner’s Response to Rape Monitoring Group Data

Cumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner Richard Rhodes response to Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary’s publication of the Rape Monitoring Group’s data.  The report includes data from the Home Office, Office of National Statistics, Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) and the Ministry of Justice (MoJ), and covers 2009/10 – 2013/14.
Mr Rhodes said: “This is the first time that the CPS and MoJ data has been included, and I very much welcome this as a positive development.  In broad terms, the data includes information on reports of rape to the police and subsequent investigations; referral of cases to the CPS for charging decisions and prosecutions, and trial outcomes, for police forces in England and Wales. 

“In Cumbria’s case, I am pleased to see that there are low level of rape of adults and children compared with rest of England and Wales.   I am pleased to note, too, that Cumbria is above the national average for adult charges and summons at 23% compared to the national average for 2013/14 of 17%.  Cumbria has also seen a dramatic increase in charges and summons for rape offences from 8% in 2012/13 to 23% in 2013/14, an increase of 15%. This reflects the increase in rape offences nationally and is a positive indication that Cumbria continues to strive to improve its effectiveness in policing. 
“The Rape Monitoring Group report reminds us also, that whilst the numbers are important, they do not provide the full picture as it is widely recognised that rape is under-reported with many more rapes committed than are recorded by the police.  This is something we all need to work together to address to encourage victims of all crime to come forward.
“It is an important part of my role as Commissioner to seek the views of victims, and  people need to feel confident to come forward and report crimes so we must learn from the experience of those who have done so. In response to a report I commissioned last year into how sexual violence is dealt with across the county,   I am now in the process of working with partners to develop support and services to victims of sexual assault and abuse ensuring that services are available across the county to a consistent level.
“The Sexual Assault Referral Centre we are developing will provide a point of contact for victims to find out what services are available and refer them on to local support services.  This will include support to report the incident to the police if they choose to do so.”
“It is only by improving services for victims that we will encourage more people to come forward and report these crimes.”

 Cumbria Constabulary’s Superintendent Cath Thundercloud said:

“We welcome these new statistics, particularly as this is the first time that CPS and the MOJ have been included, which helps provide a fuller understanding of rape cases within the county.

“We are continually working to improve victim care, and every victim’s report is believed and taken seriously. We work closely with our colleagues in CPS to prosecute wherever possible and identify where we can improve our processes. I am pleased to note in the report that Cumbria has one of the highest charge/summons ratio in the country, showing our commitment with the CPS to bring sexual offenders to justice.
“It should be noted that the statistics included in this new report only go up until March 2014. More recent statistics included in recent Police and Crime Commissioner papers show that in the 12 months leading up to September 2014 the number of recorded rapes increased from 106 to 170 offences (and when comparing April to September 2014 with the same period the year before from 48 to 93 offences). 
“We are working hard to increase the number of reports we receive, as we know rape is an underreported crime. I would like to take this opportunity to reassure victims that we take all reports of rape extremely seriously and will investigate them sensitively and professionally. I would also like to remind victims that it is never too late – no matter how much time has passed since the crime took place we still want to hear from you so we can work to bring the offender to justice.”

Anyone who would like to report a sexual assault of any kind should call Cumbria Police on 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Notes to Editors

The Rape Monitoring Group report can be found here: http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/publication/rape-monitoring-group-digests-and-data-2013-14/ 
The PCC papers referred to above can be found here: http://www.cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/media/31248/COMBINED%20Exec%20Board%20Papers%20for%20meeting%2003.12.2014.pdf
Further information: 
Gill Shearer, Cumbria Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner on 01768 217101 or Gillian.shearer@cumbria.police.uk
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