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Embargoed until 0:01hrs, Thursday 2 March 2017
Media Release:
HMIC PEEL Inspection of Cumbria Police Effectiveness (2016) Rated As Good
Cumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner, Peter McCall, welcomes the overall ‘good’ rating from HMIC PEEL Effectiveness Report 2016, which assessed how effective the force was at keeping people safe and reducing crime.  
Commenting on the findings of the independent, professional inspectorate HMIC, Peter McCall said: “I was really pleased to see that Cumbria Constabulary has been assessed as overall ‘good’. HMIC recognised that the force is good at keeping people safe and reducing crime, and that the Constabulary has an effective approach to preventing crime and anti-social behaviour and tackling serious and organised crime. It also has good arrangements in place to protect victims and to investigate crime effectively. 
“This is all very pleasing, and demonstrates the significant improvements that have been made since the 2015 inspection. This in turn gives me professional assurance that some of the short-comings identified in the past have been successfully addressed.
“That said, I acknowledge that the report identifies that despite some progress since the 2015 inspection in how the force protects those who are vulnerable from harm, there is still work to be done to improve this further. I know that the force are working hard to develop their capabilities and raise standards in this area, and have an action plan in place which sets this out clearly.

“I am pleased that victim satisfaction in Cumbria remains  high at 89.5% compared to the level for England and Wales of 83.3%.  There is still more work to do but this is a real positive which reflect the hard work of officers and staff to support victims.

“As part of holding the Chief Constable to account I regularly scrutinise all aspects of the force’s performance at my Public Accountability Conference, and that includes assessing progress on actions arising from HMIC reports.  I will be challenging the Chief Constable to demonstrate to me that the force is addressing the recommendations and timely progress is being made, especially in the area of protecting the vulnerable in our communities.
“Overall though, we should all be rightly proud that Cumbria Constabulary is a good force, tackling crime and protecting us from harm.  Thanks also to our partners and people in our communities - together we are all working to keep Cumbria safe.”

Temporary Assistant Chief Constable Sean Robinson said:

“I welcome the finding of the latest HMIC Inspection on police effectiveness and am pleased that we have been rated overall as GOOD at keeping people safe and reducing crime. The Inspection showed an improvement  on last year’s report and recognised the hard work that has been undertaken by our teams and partners across the county.

“The report provides assurance for our communities showing our approach to reducing crime, anti-social behaviour and tackling serious and organised crime is effective.  It also recognises our ability to respond effectively to national threats and our proven track record in responding positively to natural disasters, such as the widespread flooding. I am pleased that our victim satisfaction remains high at 89.5%, which reflects well on the support our officers and staff provide to victims.

“The inspection found our staff have a greater awareness and understanding of protecting vulnerable people and that there has been a marked improvement in understanding risks facing young people who go missing or are at risk of Child Sexual Exploitation.  The report details that the Constabulary  has room to improve  in the area of protecting vulnerable people from harm. We recognise that vulnerable people need to be appropriately prioritised for our services. We are also working towards improving the quality of our risk assessments and greater use of body worn cameras by officers attending domestic violence incidents.

“Cumbria remains one of the safest counties in England and Wales, and we continue to work closely with our communities and partners to maintain this.”

Ends
Editors Notes

The full report can be read onHMIC’s website here:

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/
Further information: 
Gill Shearer, Cumbria Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner on 01768 217734 or Gillian.shearer@cumbria.police.uk
CUMBRIA OFFICE OF THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER
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