
Candidates and agents 

briefing

Police and Crime Commissioner elections

7 May 2020



Introductions 

Andrew Seekings, Allerdale Borough Council

Police Area Returning Officer 

Lindsay Tomlinson, Allerdale Borough Council

Electoral Services Manager 



Topics 

Å whoôs who

Å key dates of the election timetable

Å qualifications

Å disqualifications

Å nominations

Å agents

Å polling day

Å counting and collation of votes

Å candidate spending

Å integrity issues

Å contacts



Whoôs who

ÅThe Police Area Returning Officer (PARO) is 

the person responsible for the overall conduct 

of the election. The PARO is Andrew 

Seekings ïInterim Chief Executive and 

Returning Officer at Allerdale Borough 

Council

ÅThe PARO is also responsible for liaising with 

and coordinating the work of the 5 other Local 

Returning Officers (LROs)  in the police area. 

ÅThe Electoral Registration Officers are 

responsible for maintaining the register of 

electors and lists of absent voters.

ÅContact details for LROs/EROs are contained 

in your pack



Voting Areas 

and election 

combinations

ÅAllerdale Borough Council: PCC election 

only

ÅBarrow Borough Council: PCC election 

only

ÅCarlisle City Council: PCC election and 

City Council/parish elections

ÅCopeland Borough Council: PCC election 

only

ÅEden District Council: PCC election only

ÅSouth Lakeland District Council: PCC 

election and District Council/parish 

council elections



Key dates

Publication of Notice of Election 25 March 2020

Nominations commence 26 March 2020

Close of nominations 4pm ï8 April

Notification of appointment of election 

agents

4pm ï8 April

Publication of statement of persons 

nominated

4pm ï9 April

Deadline for applications to register to 

vote

Midnight ï21 April

Deadline for new postal vote applications 

/ changes to existing postal or proxy vote 

applications

5pm ï22 April



Key dates

(contôd)

Deadline for applications for new proxy votes 5pm ï29 

April

Publication of notice of poll/situation of polling stations Not later 

than 29 April 

Appointment of sub-agents, counting and polling 

agents

30 April

Polling day 7 May 2020 ï

7am to 10pm

Deadline to apply for an emergency proxy 5pm ï

polling day

Replacement for lost/spoilt postal votes ends 5pm ï

polling day

Alterations to register to correct clerical error 9pm ï

polling day

Return of election expenses to the PARO + 70 days 

from result



Qualifications

ÅTo stand as a candidate for the Police and Crime 

Commissioner elections you must (on the day you 

are nominated and on polling day):

ïBe at least 18 years of age

ïBe British, qualifying Commonwealth citizen 

(with indefinite leave to remain), or a national of 

an EU member state

ïAnd be registered as a local government 

elector in a local council area that is within the 

police area



Disqualifications

Most disqualifications apply on the day of 
nomination and on polling day. For example, where 
you:

ïhave been nominated as a candidate at a PCC 
election taking place on the same day for a 
different police area

ïhave ever been convicted of an imprisonable
offence 

ïare a police officer or are directly or indirectly 
employed by the police

ïare a member of the legislature of any country 
or territory outside the UK

ïare a member of staff of a local council that 
falls wholly or partly within the police area in 
which you wish to stand

ïare employed in an organisation that is under 
the control of a local council in the police area 
in which you wish to stand.

ïare the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions 
order or interim order



Disqualifications

Disqualifications that apply only on 

election:

ïBeing a Member of the House of 

Commons, the Scottish Parliament, 

the National Assembly for Wales, the 

Northern Ireland Assembly or the 

European Parliament. 

ïIf they are elected they must resign 

their seat before taking up the post of 

Police and Crime Commissioner. 



The nomination 

papers

ÅThe following three nomination papers must be 

submitted by all candidates by 4pm on 8 April

together with the deposit:

ïthe nomination form

ïthe home address form

ïthe consent to nomination

ÅParty candidates will also need to submit, by 4pm  

8 April:

ïA certificate authorising the use of a party 

name / registered description on the ballot 

paper 

ïA written request to use one of the partyôs 

emblems on the ballot paper (optional)



Completing 

nomination 

papers

ÅTake care when completing your 

nomination papers, as mistakes may 

invalidate your nomination.

ÅComplete nomination papers early and 

book an informal check.

ÅChecking appointments can be requested 

tonight or by emailing 

PCC2020@allerdale.gov.uk Tel 01900 

878657

mailto:PCC2020@allerdale.gov.uk


The deposit

ÅEach candidate must deposit £5,000 with the 

PARO so that the nomination is valid.

ÅCan be made using legal tender (cash) or a 

UK bankerôs draft

ÅWe will also accept electronic funds transfer. 

Payment details are in your pack. Funds can 

take a few days to clear so please make 

payment early as funds must be in place by 

4pm on 8 April

ÅThe deposit is returned if a candidate polls at 

least 5% of the valid first preferences cast 

across the police area (or 5% of the valid 

votes if only two candidates are standing)



Nomination 

form

ÅInclude your full name

üOptional: you can additionally give any 

names you commonly use that are different 

from any forename(s) or surname that you 

have so they appear on the ballot paper.

Å100 subscribers 

üMust sign and print their names. Check 

details of subscribers against electoral 

register.

üOnly ask subscribers to sign after

completing the name and description fields 

on the form. 



Nomination 

form

ÅYou can ask to use a description

ü if you are a party candidate

ïregistered party name or registered description 

(if authorised by a certificate of authorisation)

üif you are an independent

ïthe description óIndependentô (or you may 

stand without a description)



Home address 

form

ÅCandidateôs home addresses do not appear 

on the ballot paper ïbut they are published 

on the statement of persons nominated, 

unless otherwise requested

ÅOn the home address form you can request to 

keep your home address private

ÅIf so, state electoral area within the police 

area where you are registered to vote

ÅIn all cases, you must give your full name and 

home address



Consent to 

nomination 

form

ÅAll candidates must consent to their 

nomination

ÅOn the consent to nomination form you 

will be asked to state: 

üthat you are qualified and not disqualified 

from standing

üthat you are not nominated as a PCC 

candidate for any other police area on the 

same day

üyour date of birth 

ÅThe consent must be witnessed



Certificate of 

authorisation

ÅTo use a partyôs name or registered 

description, you must have a certificate 

of authorisation signed by the partyôs 

Nominating Officer (or someone 

authorised to act on their behalf).

ÅIt must be submitted to the PARO by the 

same deadlines as the other nomination 

papers, i.e. by 4pm on 8 April



Emblem 

request form

ÅParty candidates can ask for a party 

emblem to be printed on the ballot paper.

ÅThe emblem must be registered by the 

party and published on the Electoral 

Commissionôs register of political parties.

ÅEmblem request form must be submitted 

by 4pm on 8 April

http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/Search/Registrations?currentPage=1&rows=10&query=oxfam&sort=RegulatedEntityName&order=asc&et=pp&et=ppm&et=tp&et=perpar&et=rd&register=gb&register=ni&register=none&regStatus=registered


Joint 

candidates

ÅNominated by more than one party

ÅMay use registered joint descriptions

ümust be supported by certificate of 

authorisation from each party

ÅMay use one emblem of one of the parties



Candidateôs 

election 

address

ÅEach candidate is entitled to make a 

campaign statement for publication on a 

website provided by the UK Government:

üwww.choosemypcc.org.uk

ÅThe election address must be submitted 

to and approved by the PARO 



Candidateôs 

election 

address

The election address must 

Åbe prepared by the candidateôs agent (if 

one is appointed) or by the candidate 

acting as his/her own agent. 

Åbe submitted by the deadline set by the 

PARO and in the prescribed form 

Åcontain a statement to the effect that it 

has been prepared by the election agent  

Ågive the name and address of the election 

agent



Candidateôs 

election 

address

The election address must 

Åbe completed in English 

Åbe submitted in electronic form 

Åcontain matter relating to the PCC 

election only

Åbe capable of being produced in hard 

copy form



Candidateôs 

election 

address

The election address must not
Åcontain any advertising material (other than material 

promoting the candidate as a candidate at the PCC 

election)

Åcontain any material referring to any other candidate for 

election at the PCC election

Åcontain any material appearing with a view to 

commercial gain

Åcontain any material appearing to be indecent, obscene 

or offensive

Åcontain any material appearing to be such that its 

publication or distribution would be likely to amount to 

the commission of an offence 

Åexceed 300 words (the agents statement, name and 

address count towards the 300 word limit)



Candidateôs 

election 

address

The election address may have

ÅA photograph of the candidate so long as 

it shows no other person other than the 

candidate and does not contravene those 

points contained in the ñmust notñ list.

ÅA party emblem if the candidate is a party 

candidate.



Candidateôs 

election 

address

ÅIf you would like an election address 

included on the website, the election 

agent must submit it to the PARO by 12 

noon on 8 April.

ÅElection address should be submitted 

electronically to 

PCC2020@allerdale.gov.uk

mailto:PCC2020@allerdale.gov.uk


Submitting 

nomination 

papers

ÅThe nomination form and home address form 
may only be delivered, by hand, by:
ü the candidate

ü their election agent, provided the PARO has 
received notice of their appointment 

ü the proposer or seconder as shown on the 
nomination form

ÅAnyone can deliver the consent to 
nomination, certificate of authorisation and 
emblem request form ïbut it should be 
someone you trust

ÅThe consent to nomination must be delivered 
by hand; the certificate of authorisation and 
emblem request forms for party candidates 
may be posted



Election agent

ÅResponsible for the proper management 

of your election campaign; particularly its 

financial management.

ÅNotification of appointment must reach the 

us by 4pm on 8 April. The form is 

included in the nomination pack.

ÅYou will become your own agent by 

default if none is appointed.



Other agents

ÅSub-agents

The election agent may appoint sub-

agents to act on their behalf in the police 

area, as long as their areas of 

appointment do not overlap. The agent 

must give written notice to the PARO by 

30 April

ÅPolling and counting agents

The LRO requires notice in writing of any 

people appointed as polling agents and 

any persons nominated to attend the 

counting of the votes by 30 April



Other agents

ÅPostal vote agents

ïThe appointment of postal voting 

agents attending a particular opening 

session must be made before the start 

of the session. LROs will give 48 

hoursô notice.

ïWe will collate the PV opening 

schedules for all LROs and 

communicate to candidates



Access to 

electoral 

register / 

lists of absent 

voters

ÅAccess by candidates ïonce you 

officially become a candidate

ÅThe earliest you can become a candidate 

is 25 March

ÅMake written request to the EROs in the 

police area ïforms are available in your 

nomination pack along with ERO office 

contact details.

ÅOnly use data for permitted purposes!



Registration

ÅYou are uniquely placed to encourage 

people to register to vote. 

ÅYou should encourage people to register 

as soon as possible.

ÅThe deadline for applying for the election 

is midnight on 21 April  

ÅIndividuals can register online at 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. It 

only takes a few minutes.



Registration

ÅWhen discussing registering to vote with 

individuals, you will need to make them 

aware that they will need:

ïtheir National Insurance number,

ïdate of birth and address to register.

ÅPeople who do not have / cannot retrieve 

their National Insurance Number can still 

register, but they may need to provide 

further information. If so, they will be 

contacted by the relevant ERO.



Campaigning 

dos and donôts

ÅDo use imprints on all your campaign 

material, including websites. 

ÅDo comply with planning rules relating to 

advertising hoardings and large banners.

ÅDo make sure outdoor posters are 

removed 2 weeks after the election.

ÅDo not produce material that looks like a 

poll card.

ÅDo not pay people to display your adverts 

(unless they display adverts as part of 

their normal business).



Code of 

conduct for 

campaigners

ÅCampaigners are an essential element of a 
healthy democracy, but their activities should 
not bring into question the integrity of the 
electoral process. 

ÅElectoral registration and absent vote 
applications:

ïEnsure forms fully confirm to the 
requirements of electoral law

ïInclude the EROs address for the return of 
forms

ïEnsure unaltered applications are sent to 
ERO within two working days.

ïMake sure electors understand 
implications of applying for an absent vote.

ïDo not encourage postal ballot pack 
redirection.

ïDo not encourage electors to appoint a 
campaigner as proxy.



Code of 

conduct for 

campaigners

ÅPostal ballot packs:

ïNever touch a postal ballot paper

ïNever observe electors completing 

their postal vote.

ïNever handle or take any completed 

ballot paper or postal ballot pack from 

voters

ÅCampaigning outside polling stations:

ïYou are allowed to put your messages 

to voters on polling day, including 

public spaces outside polling places

ïKeep access to polling places and the 

pavements around polling places clear 

to allow voters to enter.



Polling day

ÅPolling stations open from 7am to 10pm

ÅPARO Office will be open 6am to 9pm for queries or 
problems relating to the administration of the election

ïcontact the Electoral Commission for any queries 
about a candidateôs campaign literature (contact 
details shown later)

ÅVoters in the polling station or in a queue outside the 
polling station at 10 pm can apply for a ballot paper

ÅPostal votes ïcan be handed into polling stations within 
the voting area (in Carlisle CC and South Lakeland DC 
voting areas packs must be delivered to a polling station 
ówithin the wardô) or delivered to the relevant elections 
office until 10pm. A person in a queue at a polling station 
at 10pm waiting to hand in postal vote can do so after 
10pm.



Supplementary 

vote (SV) 

system

ÅIf there are more than 2 candidates 

standing in the police area -

supplementary vote system (SV) used.

ÅThis is where voters can vote for a first 

and second choice candidate they want to 

elect. 

ÅIf there are only two candidates then the 

first-past-the post electoral system is used



SV count


